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HB 1067 HD1 would amend Section 188-29, HRS, to establish mesh
size and entrance specifications for fishing traps.
Our statement on this measure does not constitute an
institutional position of the University of Hawaii.
Generally, the intent of this measure appears to be to make
trap use in fishing more restrictive. From a conservation
standpoint, it is clearly advantageous to alleviate fishing
pressures, particularly on pre-reproductive size animals. However,
it should also be recognized that fishing with traps provides a
means of making a living for a segment of the population.
We note that this draft of the bill adequately addresses
concerns about clarity which we raised in our prior testimony.
However, we again suggest that some provision should be made for
traps which are used for scientific or research purposes.
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